
death of Pope Pius XII, characterized by an outpouring of religious fervor, itself
may have been the anomaly; the era since the 1960s may simply entail the return
to historical norms. The baby boom generation was no longer preoccupied with
the need to maintain a confessional bulwark against a hostile world.

This volume bears a hallmark of Altermatt’s earlier works: limpid prose, even
when the vocabulary of recent cultural history and the history of memory infuses
his account. Those looking for a systematic and chronological presentation will be
disappointed, as this volume repeatedly jumps between past to present and
between Switzerland and western Europe. But it is precisely from this apparent
lack of outward coherence that the reader receives the richest rewards.
Altermatt is able to draw extremely illuminating parallels and contrasts between
the Swiss experience and those of Roman Catholics elsewhere in Europe, com-
parisons that would not have made their way into more conventional accounts.
Though the book lacks a formal bibliography, the nearly 120 pages of extremely
detailed endnotes provide a valuable historiographical reference to any work in
the field of contemporary European religious history. For those historians, this
insightful work will be an indispensable companion.

MARK EDWARD RUFF

SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY
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Imperial Germany Revisited: Continuing Debates & New Perspectives. Edited
by Sven Oliver Müller and Cornelius Torp. New York and Oxford:
Berghahn Books. 2011. Pp. vii+ 348. Cloth $95.00. ISBN 978-0-
85745-252-8. Paper $37.95. ISBN 978-0857459008.

Most of the contributors to this important collection have come to bury the
Sonderweg, not to praise it. Regardless, though, of whether it really is a case of
“Paradigm Lost?,” as James Sheehan wondered a few years ago, or an acknowl-
edgment of its continuing fruitfulness, this erstwhile master narrative still
throws a long shadow. As is only proper for a volume whose origins date back
to a conference to mark Hans-Ulrich Wehler’s seventy-fifth birthday and
whose publication coincided with the historian’s eightieth birthday, it is the
legacy of the Sonderweg that provides the intellectual context within—and
sometimes against—which the articles assembled in this book are formulated.
In their crisp introduction, editors Sven Oliver Müller and Cornelius Torp
remind us that the historiographical scene has changed profoundly since the pub-
lication of Wehler’s seminal Das deutsche Kaiserreich of 1973. For one thing, the
concept of modernity has become much more ambivalent. It is now unlikely
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to serve as a positive beacon against which the deviation of Imperial Germany can
be measured. Moreover, a “pluralisation of approaches” within the discipline has
yielded a picture of the Kaiserreich that is “much more complex and rich in
nuance; it is less the authoritarian power state and is viewed less from a Prussian
perspective than was the case only a couple of decades ago” (p. 9).
Loosely grouped into four broad sections that address historiographical issues,

politics and culture, war, and transnational perspectives, the book’s twenty-one
contributions, an updated selection from the 2008 German version of this
volume, offer a multifaceted and sophisticated account of current research on
Imperial Germany. They highlight the insights afforded by fresh perspectives
and remind us where old debates continue to rage and new ones have recently
sprung up. Bringing together, as it does, more than a score of highly condensed
discussions penned by leading scholars, Imperial Germany Revisited offers richer fare
than can be digested within a brief review. What is more, the usual difficulty of
pointing to a few highlights is rendered even harder here by the quality of the
articles, which is very high and unusually even. Almost every text rewards the
reader with thoughtful arguments and unexpected turns. Moreover, there are
several different layers of connections even across the sections that weave the
chapters together into an agreeably coherent whole.
Some of the essays assembled here—Helmut Walser Smith’s and Benjamin

Ziemann’s respective comments on the Sonderweg and the impossibility of a
single vanishing point, for instance, or MacGregor Knox’s, Dirk Bönker’s, and
Alan Kramer’s observations of the peculiarities, continuities, or otherwise of the
“German Way of War” engage with similar issues and illustrate how contested
some questions still remain. A handful of chapters pick up on the editors’ introduc-
tory discussion of the changed meanings of modernity and trace the forms in which
it manifested itself in the Kaiserreich. John Breuilly’s interpretation of German
nationalism conceptualizes it as a set of contemporary responses to a process of
political coordination that began in 1871. James Retallack explores the tensions
between the authoritarian state and the political mass market. Stephan
Malinowski’s contrasting of a fragile, fragmented, and often impoverished
Prussian nobility with Germany’s rich and assertive bourgeoisiemakes a familiar pre-
modern bête noire appear much less ominous. In an intriguing counterintuitive
twist, Ute Planert argues that even the presence of a strong antifeminist movement
in Germany was a symptom of political modernization—triggered, as it was, by a
vocal German feminism.
The theme that emerges perhaps most prominently from this volume is encap-

sulated in Thomas Mergel’s comment on the experience of Germans who only
discovered their commonalities when meeting each other as emigrants in the
Ohio Valley: “The nation became something that could only be truly experi-
enced in a foreign environment, away from home” (p. 278). The realization
that a proper understanding of the country’s history can only be gained
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through a look beyond Germany informs several of the most thought-provoking
arguments in this volume: James Retallack reminds us that Germans judged their
political culture in the light of “cultural transfers across national borders” (p. 84).
Heinz-Gerhard Haupt’s comparative analysis of the state’s use of violence
includes the striking contrast between the 26,000 policemen of the French
Third Republic and Prussia’s figure of 5,597. Comparative analyses of antifemin-
ism in Germany, France, and Britain (Ute Planert); of the British blockade and
German submarine warfare during World War I (Dirk Bönker); and of the
ethos of German and Italian armies (MacGregor Knox) all serve to reinforce
the message that there is much that cannot be known about the Kaiserreich by
those who know only the Kaiserreich.

A noticeable presence inmany of the earlier contributions, this notion is central
to the final section of the book, which considers Imperial Germany’s position
within the wider world. In her evaluation of German colonialism, Birthe
Kundrus points to similarities with other forms of European colonialism (such
as the lessons learned from the British) and the relatively few differences—such
as the “sporadic overacting” caused by the excessive enthusiasm typical of the late-
comer (p. 259). Thomas Mergel’s vivid thumbnail sketch of Germany’s “Society
of Migration” paints an image of great mobility—with millions of people leaving,
entering, crossing, and moving within the Kaiserreich. His observation that this
global dynamic was crucial for Germans’ national identity is powerfully echoed
in Sebastian Conrad’s discussion of Wilhelmine nationalism. Taking a
peculiarity-focused and nationally orientated historiography to task, he regrets
that historians have taken “German nationalism out of the world at precisely
the moment when the notion of ‘the world’ assumed center stage in German
politics” (p. 282). Drawing on a discourse of Germanness sustained by diaspora
Germans in Brazil and those keen to share in their subtropical utopia of national
rejuvenation, Conrad advocates a “spatial turn” in the historiography of nation-
alism” (p. 293). Cornelius Torp and Volker Berghahn conclude the volume by
taking the argument into the economic sphere, with the former discussing
German tariff policy against the background of the Reich’s economy being inte-
grated into the world markets of a globalizing age and the latter exploring
Imperial Germany through the lens of American big business.

There is little to carp about in Imperial Germany Revisited. Inevitably, there are
some gaps in the coverage—for instance, foreign policy, parties, science and schol-
arship, and monarchy—and the translated texts tend to flow less nicely than those
originally written in English. As always, the helpful pointers so generously sup-
plied in the notes could have been accessed much more conveniently at the
bottom of each page rather than where they appear—banished to the end of
each article, and it would have been helpful if the “Select Bibliography” had
included all the titles cited in the articles. These quibbles notwithstanding, this
volume offers an intelligent, thought-provoking and argument-driven panorama
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of much of the current research on the Kaiserreich. As an addition to Roger
Chickering’s Historiographical Companion to Imperial Germany and Matthew
Jefferies’s Contesting the German Empire, Imperial Germany Revisited will be sure
of a warm welcome—and not just from those whose students’ command of
German lags a fair bit behind their desire to find out about the vibrancy, diversity,
and sophistication of the state of the historiographical art on Imperial Germany.

FRANK LORENZ MÜLLER

UNIVERSITY OF ST. ANDREWS
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Heinrich Claß 1868–1953. Die politische Biographie eines Alldeutschen. By
Johannes Leicht. Paderborn: Ferdinand Schöningh. 2012. Pp. 463.
Cloth €58.00. ISBN 978-3-506-99379-1.

Heinrich Claß published the first volume of his memoirs late in 1932, on the eve
of the National SocialistMachtergreifung. Here he wrote of the “creators and early
pioneers” of the movement that was about to seize power. “Because I believe that
I am one of these,” he observed, “I am permitted to establish my part in the emer-
gence and growth of this movement” (p. 34). Claß had every right to make this
claim. He was the pivotal figure in the history of radical nationalism in modern
German history. As the leading figure in the Pan-German League after the
turn of the twentieth century, he turned this organization into the uncompromis-
ing proponent of German expansion in Europe and overseas, racist antisemitism,
ethnic cleansing, and dictatorship by a charismatic leader. DuringWorldWar I he
led the forces that called for far-flung German annexations as the reward for a vic-
torious war. Germany’s defeat he blamed loudly on Jews, pacifists, and Marxists.
Then, in his efforts to bring down the Weimar Republic, he conspired with
leaders of paramilitary groups, terrorists, businessmen, nationalist publishers,
and right-wing political figures, including Hitler, whose early successes were
due in part to hefty subsidies from the Pan-German League. Hitler’s ideological
debt to Claß and his friends was greater still.
Because he has figured centrally in the many histories now available of the Pan-

German League, Claß’s exploits in preparing the way for National Socialism are
well documented. The great virtue of Johnannes Leicht’s excellent dissertation,
which he wrote in Berlin under the direction of Werner Bergmann and Uwe
Puschner, is to provide the first systematic biography of the man. It joins Stefan
Frech’s recent biographical study of Claß’s contemporary and fellow Pan-
German, Theodor Reismann-Grone.
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